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Effective Exam Preparation  

Class of 2017 

 

Extract from Chapter 8: “Case Study: Here is how to prepare for...Maths” 

 

Key Area Three: Thirty Top Tips for excelling at Project Maths! 

 

1. Learn the keywords from the official exam papers associated with 

each topic. Put all these formula’s, explanation of words and keynotes 

into a little pocket notebook. Learn. 

2. Practice as many exam questions as you can and check your answers 

against fully explained solutions. 

3. Challenge yourself to try and come up with a second method of doing 

a specific question. 

4. Try to approach each question from different angles. Always write 

down something. Do not be afraid of making a mistake. 

5. Draw a diagram and label it (if possible) to simplify a question. 

6. Be familiar with what is and what is not in your log tables. 

7. Download some Maths Apps to build up your skills. 

8. Always try your hardest on each part of a question before verifying 

your work attempted against the full solution. 

9. Read each question in Maths really carefully and underline or 

highlight the key words and phrases. 

10. If you feel over whelmed by the length and difficulty of the 

course – Start with basic Algebra. 



Joe McCormack http://www.projectmathsbooks.com 16/05/2017 
   

                Joe McCormack 2017 
 

11. Find yourself a study buddy to share questions/resources, discuss 

problems and encourage each other. 

12. Use various Internet sites as a companion to improving your 

Maths skills. 

13. Do not be afraid to consult your teacher about problems with 

topics or specific maths questions during and after class. 

14. Start by attempting basic questions for each topic and build up to 

an exam question. Answer the exact question being asked. 

15. When completing a Maths question, do not skip any steps. 

16. Do not be afraid to explain a solution to a question with words if 

you cannot do so with Maths. 

17. Spend five to ten minutes each day going over what your teacher 

has done with you in class during that day. 

18. Every time you write down a formula, draw a box around it to 

help you remember it. Check is this formula in your log tables? 

19. Anything that you type into your calculator (related to a 

question) must be wrote on the exam paper also. 

20. Have all your resources with you when doing Maths questions 

i.e. a full maths set, a pencil, a calculator and log tables. 

21. If you are a third or a sixth year student, practice as many exam 

questions as you possibly can between now and June. 

22. Attempt your Maths homework first if you are struggling with 

the subject – you are at your freshest at this point. 

23. Read a Maths question line by line trying to understand what 

each line says before moving to the next one. 

24. Give your teacher/the examiner plenty to correct in an exam, 

there are no marks for blanks. Do your best. 

25. Feel free to write on the question paper (especially if given a 

diagram) to gain a better understanding of what is being asked. 
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26. Be very familiar with all the buttons on your calculator especially 

the ones you use with the second function (shift) button. 

27. Always check back on your homework/exam paper at the end to 

ensure you haven’t made a basic calculation error. 

28. Believe in yourself. All your friends are in the same boat as you. 

Leave your phone in another room when studying. 

29. Try and approach Maths as a challenge not a task. 

30. Buy a top quality Exam Paper Solutions Book (Junior and 

Leaving Cert). i.e. See http://www.projectmathsbooks.com 

 

Key Area Four: Importance of Practicing Exam Questions in Maths 

 

Ϭ You must constantly strive to get familiar with the wording, layout 

and style of past exam questions 

Ϭ If English is a problem for you– Maths could now be a problem 

Ϭ Words – I would get a little notebook and any time you come across a 

new Maths word, phrase or formula – write down what it means to 

you into the notebook. Carry and use this notebook all the way up to 

sixth year 

Ϭ Get yourself familiar with how are the examiners are phrasing the 

questions on the paper 

Ϭ Be conscious of the extra text on the paper now 

Ϭ You may now be asked to explain your answer 

Ϭ You may now be asked to give a reason for something as oppose to 

stating some fact. 

Ϭ You may be asked if you agree with an opinion and why? 

Ϭ You need to practice multiple real life and practical questions. 

Ϭ You need to be familiar with the marking scheme. 

Ϭ You need to practice exam questions at home under time pressure 

http://www.projectmathsbooks.com/
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Ϭ Be aware that there is no choice on any of the exam papers now 

Ϭ Get trying some easier (part a) questions from the exam papers as a 

starting point 

Ϭ You need to learn how to start the unseen/unexpected question 
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